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Complex Trauma Psychometric Assessment Problems

Dr. Rainer Hermann Kurz

This presentation is concerned with psychometric issues when assessing survivors of organised sexual abuse. It aims to illustrate problematic and 

sound assessment practice through a unique case study where data from IQ tests at age 7, 23, 25 and 30 as well as MCMI, EQi and Somatoform 

Dissociation Questionnaire (SDQ) results were available for a female survivor of extreme emotional, physical, and sexual abuse.

Superior Verbal IQ scores contrasted with lower processing and memory scores indicating a core deficit in phonological processing in particular 

her auditory memory and working memory commensurate with a diagnosis of specific learning difficulty commonly referred to as dyslexia. These 

deficits were more pronounced at 23 and 25 due to use of recreational drugs. Mental Health Professionals missed the “Twice Exceptional” pattern 

and failed to recognise “Not Seeing” and “Not Hearing” incidents as somatoform dissociations.   

MCMI results were found to be grossly misleading as clinical norms elevated healthy levels of self-confidence to (falsely) suggest Narcissism, and 

poor construction falsely implied delusional thought disorder. Mainstream personality assessments were used to counter the erroneous MCMI 

results.

The organised abuse claims were extreme and difficult to believe (let alone investigate) but proof of some disconcerting incidents was obtained. 

The case study illustrates how poor assessment practice can re-victimise survivors of extreme abuse and how good assessment practice can be 

key to understanding them.

 

While the presentation is limited to a single case it touches on a very important issue affecting the most vulnerable individuals in the world who 

frequently are persecuted and framed e.g. through false Paranoid Personality Disorder diagnosis. It is important for a sustainable world to build 

communities with a better understanding of the impact of complex trauma on assessment.

The paper is aimed at academics and practitioners alike across clinical, counselling, forensic and occupational psychology.

Abstract
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Introduction
Vignettes

17-year-old ‘Maria’ was brought to hospital by her 

mother having survived a suicide attempt with 

paracetamols. The psychiatric nurse at the hospital 

found her unresponsive other than general 

comments that she is now happy she survived and 

does not consider herself at risk anymore. 

Maria opens up to you disclosing that at the age of 

13 or 14 she had a baby. The birth of the girl in her 

family home was reportedly not registered and the 

baby ‘disappeared’.

Her mother did not want her father to know as she 

thinks it would open up complex issues. Family 

therapy revealed that her father and mother were 

sexually abused in their childhood. Maria opens up 

to you with disclosures that she has been sexually 

abused by her father since she was a toddler and 

describes an incident that happened a few days 

ago. Her mother seems to ‘look away’ and cut short 

conversation with phrases such as ‘talking about 

sex is not ladylike’. 

’Amanda’ has been brought to 

you by a friend who believes 

her account of a sexual 

assault on her child. The 

mother delayed reporting due 

to fear of reprisals and 

repercussions. Several 

mental health professionals 

found her account 

‘unbelievable’ and considered 

her delusional. Police closed 

the case and Social Workers 

have raised ‘neglect’ 

concerns. In your interview 

the conduct of Amanda’s 

parents appears strange. 

There are no objective 

reasons to doubt the veracity 

of her account of the assault. 
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http://downloads.bbci.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/dame_janet_smith_review/conclusions_summaries.pdf 

Serial Child Abuser
 Jimmy Savile

https://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/about-us/trust-documents/savile-report/
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Rochdale:
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/pervert-mp-cyril-smith-was-pals-1546290 (1992)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rochdale_sex_trafficking_gang (2012)

Colin & Elaine Batley, Kidwelly, Wales (March 2011):
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-12703785
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/satanic-sex-cult-paedophile-guilty-1845296

Cornwall (December 2012):
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/dec/14/cornish-white-witches-guilty-ritual-abuse

Jimmy Saville (Oct 2012):
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Savile_sexual_abuse_scandal
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/370439/Jimmy-Savile-was-part-of-satanic-ring
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/371936/I-was-raped-at-13-by-Jimmy-Savile-in-satanist-ritual

Ian Watkins (December 2013):
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman_B#Sexual_offences

http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/29386021# 

UK Cases

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/pervert-mp-cyril-smith-was-pals-1546290
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rochdale_sex_trafficking_gang
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-12703785
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/satanic-sex-cult-paedophile-guilty-1845296
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/dec/14/cornish-white-witches-guilty-ritual-abuse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Savile_sexual_abuse_scandal
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/370439/Jimmy-Savile-was-part-of-satanic-ring
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/371936/I-was-raped-at-13-by-Jimmy-Savile-in-satanist-ritual
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman_B#Sexual_offences
http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/29386021
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Germany:
www.vaterunserinderhölle.de (book by Ulla Fröhlich based on Adult Survivor’s Account)

Austria: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natascha_Kampusch (2006)
http://www.scotsman.com/news/world/eight-year-kidnap-girl-s-mother-is-to-stand-trial-1-748999
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fritzl_case (2008)  (see also Sheffield_incest_case 2008)

Belgium (1986 - 2004) Marc Dutroux
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Dutroux

Italy (2005):
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beasts_of_Satan
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/this_world/4446342.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4669944.stm 

Portugal (2010):
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casa_Pia_child_sexual_abuse_scandal 

Continental 
Europe 

http://www.vaterunserinderhölle.de/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natascha_Kampusch
http://www.scotsman.com/news/world/eight-year-kidnap-girl-s-mother-is-to-stand-trial-1-748999
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fritzl_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Dutroux
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beasts_of_Satan
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/this_world/4446342.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4669944.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casa_Pia_child_sexual_abuse_scandal
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Extreme Abuse Memories

At age 24 she started to remember how she was abused as a

toddler by a downstairs neighbour. She also relayed how a

suicide attempt at 16 was preceded by incestuous abuse and

an incident which was similar to the ‘Satanist Cult Show’ described in 

Epstein et al. (2011): 

‘These were special shows and I remember one of many shows that I

was involved with…I had been primed – I was probably eight

at the time – to have sex with a boy who was around the

same age as me, who was absolutely petrified.’ (p. 145).

Around the time of the alleged delivery of a baby that

succeeded from incestuous rape there was a period without

GP visits. The parents had applied for ‘home schooling’ and removed all 

calendars. Within a few days of the unregistered homebirth the baby 

reportedly ‘disappeared’ (see extreme abuse literature e.g. Miller, 2012).
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Consultant Psychiatrist 
Notes on Dissociation

(around age 20)

• ‘He was very abusive to her and abused her. Following this experience she

started cutting her upper arm and was doing so every evening for a period of

time. She initially felt suicidal but felt that the tension she released by cutting

herself was more helpful.’

• ‘She hears voices present in the room when there is nobody, but cannot

describe these and they do not appear to be auditory hallucinations.’

• ‘She complained of panic attacks, and has had three attacks over a 2 year

period.’

• ‘There were no abnormal perceptions. She described supernatural experiences

such as shadows in the room at all times, day and night, but these did not seem

to be psychotic.’

• ‘As far as I can ascertain from my assessment today, she does not have a major

psychiatric disorder and her concerns and worries would be best dealt with the

Primary Care psychologist.’

• ‘Recently assessed dyslexic by learning support team?’

• ‘Memory still poor.’; ‘Still some panic attacks.’; ’Becoming anxious that her

memory may not return – feels she is vulnerable as she can find herself locked
out of her flat, not knowing who she is. 
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Defamatory calls to police e.g.:
• ‘I saw her shop lifting’
• ‘There was a girl crying in the field’

Defamatory calls to social services e.g.:
• ‘Neglecting child’
• ‘Concerns about mental health’

Physical threats e.g.:
• Driving up the pavement
• Trying to wrestle buggy off mother

Enlisting members of the public / co-conspirators e.g.:
• ‘A rich benefactor would like to pay for the schooling of your child’
• ‘Yes. She is on the bus – she is carrying, ahem, a buggy’
• ‘She is feeding dog food to her child’ 

Stalking & 
Defamation

(exonerated by police report)
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Court 
Appointed 

Experts

1. Mental Health Professional

2. Mental Health Professional

3. Mental Health Professional

4. Mental Health Professional

Here is what ChatGPT produced 

when asked ‘What is 'gaming' of 

Family Court processes about?’:

The term 'gaming' of Family 

Court processes refers to the 

practice of manipulating the 

legal system to gain an 

advantage in family court 

proceedings. It can involve a 

range of tactics such as 

making false allegations, 

withholding information or 

assets, or using delaying 

tactics to prolong 

proceedings. It is important to 

note that such practices are 

not only unethical but also 

illegal and can result in 

serious consequences for 

those involved. 
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WISC-R Results
@ Age 7



© Outstanding Achievements                                   12 TPF London 11th March 2015

WAIS Results
@ Age 23
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WISC-R Results
@ Age 25
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WRIT & Attainment Tests
@ Age 30

Tests Used : WRIT, WRAT, CTOPP*, WRAMAL 2, DASH 
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© Outstanding Achievements                                   15 TPF London 11th March 2015

Specialist Assessment 
@ Age 30

Interpretation
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Somatoform

Dissociation

 DSM-III (1980): Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

 Putnam, F. (1989). Diagnosis and Treatment of Multiple 

Personality Disorder (Foundations of Modern Psychiatry)

 Herman, J. (1993). Trauma and Recovery. (C-PTSD)

 Nijenhuis, Spinhoven, Van Dyck, Van der Hart, & Vanderlinden 

(1996) SDQ20 Somatoform Dissociation Questionnaire:

 Q11: ‘I cannot see for a while (as if I am blind)' 

 Q12: ‘I cannot hear for a while (as if I am deaf)'

Only the small secrets need to be protected.

 The big ones are kept secret by public incredulity. 

(Marshall McCluhan)
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Complex Trauma 
Assessment Issues
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MCMI Failings 

 

Rogers, R. Salekin, R. T., & Sewell, K. W. (1999). Validation of 

the Millon Multiaxial Inventory for Axis II disorders: Does it 

meet the Daubert standard? Law and Human Behavior, 23, 

425–443.

Rogers, R. Salekin, R. T., & Sewell, K. W. (2000). The MCMI-III 

and the Daubert Standard: Separating Rhetoric from Reality 

Law and Human Behavior, 24, 501–506.

‘The most judicious course of action is to consider the Millon et 

al. (1997) study to be fatally flawed. It is noteworthy that none 

of the three alternatives justifies the use of the MCMI-III in 

forensic cases. In closing, we reaffirm the conclusions

of Rogers et al. (1999): ‘‘The MCMI-III does not appear to 

reach Daubert’s threshold for scientific validity with respect to 

criterion-related or construct validity’’ (p. 438). Despite Dyer 

and McCann’s (2000) spirited defense, fundamental issues 

regarding validation (construct, criterion-related, and content), 

forensic applications, and unacceptable error rate argue 

against the use of its Axis II interpretations as scientific

evidence.’

http://youtu.be/YYX2tsqAU-8

Dr Lorandos cross-examines hapless 

Psychiatrist - accusing him of 

‘misinforming and misdirecting the 

proceedings’- finding MCMI-III ‘markedly 

deficient on Construct and Criterion-

related validity evidence’ quoting Rogers 

et al. (1999). 

http://youtu.be/YYX2tsqAU-8
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MCMI-III

 Base Rate cut-offs:

 60 Median

 75 Significance

 85 Prominence

 ‘General Factor of 

Demoralisation’ (MMPI2) 

low as indicated by the 

orange vertical line

 Low scores on Schizoid, 

Depressive, Histrionic, 

Borderline, Anxiety, 

Somatoform, Thought 

Disorder

 Abuse Survivor

 Stalking 

 Crime Report

 Misdiagnosis

Most healthy 

adults appear 

‘Narcissistic’‘

‘Inter-

generational 

abuse’ 

&

‘stalking’ 

victims

appear ‘Paranoid’ 

& ‘Delusional’
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EQi Profile

• Emotional Intelligence is Above Average.

• Particularly high on Self-Perception 

Composite – very sensitive and insightful.

• Very high on Emotional Expression and 

fairly high on Assertiveness – coupled 

with 95%ile Verbal IQ (Top 5%).

• High on Interpersonal

• Average on Decision-Making Composite.

• High on Reality Testing.

• Average on Stress Management 

Composite.

• Average on Optimism
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Case Study
15FQ+ Profile

All scale values on the 

Neuroticism vs. 

Emotional Stability 

factor of the Big 5 

Personality Model are 

in the ‘Average’ range
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Type Dynamics
Indicator

Type Dynamics Indicator (TDI) Scale Results:

E=Extraverted (people oriented rather than introverted)

S=Sensing (facts rather than intuition/ideas oriented) – Corridor score

F=Feeling (values rather than thinking/outcome oriented) – Corridor score

P=Perceiving (spontaneous rather than judging/rigid)
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10. Battling a rigid system biased against abuse victims

3) If there is an ongoing custody dispute regarding the child, the adult party that alleges RA is 
usually viewed by the court as lying, crazy, or as having induced “parental alienation syndrome” 
(PAS) in the child. The court often orders that this alleging party lose custody and if visitation is 
allowed at all, it is only under supervision. And the court generally grants full physical custody, 
sometimes full legal custody, to the alleged abuser, or other family members who may be 
abusing the child. All of this generally occurs without any reasonable investigation or evaluation 
of the allegations (a family court-ordered custody evaluation of all family members by a court-
appointed psychologist does not constitute an adequate forensic evaluation specific to child 
abuse).
4) Negative attributions are ascribed to alleging adults, including “delusional” and this causes 
psychological consequences, fear of being institutionalized involuntarily for being “crazy,” etc.
5) In some rare cases, especially if a parent alleges RA and there is an ongoing custody 
dispute, the alleging parent may be viewed as an immediate danger to his/her children, and is 
involuntarily institutionalized in a psychiatric facility.

Lacter, E. (2014). Risks Involved in Making Suspected Reports of Ritual 
Abuse of Children or Dependent Adults. Draft Manuscript: San Diego.

‘Child Protection’?



© Outstanding Achievements                                   24 TPF London 11th March 2015

Applying Lacter & Lehman (2008) Guidelines for Differential Diagnosis 
Schizophrenia vs Ritual Abuse / Mind Control

Misdiagnosis Risk
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Persecution

Lacter, E. P. & Lehmann, K. (2008). Guidelines to Differential Diagnosis between 

Schizophrenia and Ritual Abuse / Mind Control Traumatic Stress. In Noblitt, Randy & 

Noblitt, Pamela Perskin (Eds): Ritual Abuse in the 21st Century. Robert D. Reed 

Publishers: Bandon, Oregon. 
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In one case NONE of the 42 left-hand descriptions indicative of Schizophrenia applied, 

and only about 1/3 of the right-hand descriptions indicative of Trauma / Mind Control

Schizophrenia vs. Ritual Abuse / Mind Control Traumatic Stress

42 Indicators
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‘Forced Adoption’
http://forced-adoption.com/

Ian Josephs M.A. (Oxon)

2:- Borderline personality disorder or narcissistic traits ! Usually diagnosed by a 
psychiatrist or psychologist who  habitually gives evidence to the family courts in 
favour of social services and with few if any private patients. Parents are routinely 
refused a second opinion and if they get a highly favourable report from a top 
expert  paying privately it is usually ignored even when it is more up to date .

http://forced-adoption.com/
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The DSM-5 definition (American Psychiatric 

Association, 2013, p. 819) remains identical to 

the DSM-III (p. 765) and DSM-IV-TR (p.821):

delusion  a false belief based on incorrect 

inference about external reality that is firmly 

sustained despite what almost everyone 

beliefs and despite what constitutes 

incontrovertible and obvious proof or evidence 

to the contrary. 

A fairly recent UK court custody case quoted 

‘Blacks Medical Dictionary’ (Marcovitch, 2010):

‘Delusions An irrational and usually unshakeable 

belief peculiar to some individual. They fail to 

respond to reasonable argument and the delusion 

is often paranoid in character with a belief that a 

person or persona is/are persecuting them. The 

existence of a delusion, of such a nature as to 

seriously influence conduct, is one of the most 

important signs in reaching a decision to arrange 

for the compulsory admission of the patient to 

hospital for observation. (See Mental Illness).’

Delusion
Definition
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How do these artefacts relate?

Puzzle
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Low Alpha, High Beta?

Field Dependence
Test
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Epilogue

I was barely able to survive outside the home with no family 

and with no career that took off, or anything. You know – it 

did not work.

And I do contribute this to him. If I had had a happy home I 

would not have left it, I would not have been homeless, 

probably would not have got fired, I would not have been 

assaulted, would not have been drugged, I would not have 

been raped, my throat would not have been slit on a bus in 

London, I would not have been ganged. You know - a lot of 

things would not have happened.

And I am happy for my life, and I am proud of myself. I am 

quite hard and I do not mind. That’s my life and it is no good 

wishing or wanting anything else.

I do not want or wish for anything else, because I am sure 

that if I use everything I got and I have faith, this was the 

best existence I could have asked for. And that everything I 

believe in, that everything I go through is useful. So - I need 

these experiences that I have gone through and will go 

through.

And that is the only attitude I want to have, that I am up for it 

- take life by the horns – that’s fine.

But on a kind of diplomatic level – it is like: I would have 

liked stability – I cannot have that when I am stalked. And 

that is what I want to stand up to now. I do not want to hurt 

my kid. I cannot do both. I cannot do both. I got to ‘run or 

fight’ kind of thing. I really have not been able to run away.

And my kid - I am really not going to settle for someone 

going through what I went through. My only child going 

through what I went through – no.

Because he can stalk me. 

It is like - I guess because I was in his home - I blamed 

myself for that. Being dependent on him. I really blamed 

myself.

I was really, really angry when I discovered that he could do 

that - outside of the home.

That he can just hunt me down.

It does not matter where I am, or what life I am living, I am 

never going to be important enough or valid enough, my kid 

is never going to be innocent or pure enough or loveable 

enough - that he won’t come looking.

Just to hurt us.
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