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1 Successful UK
Prosecutions

1988 Old Bailey Hazel Paul plus 2 other offenders performed ritual abuse

1989 Nottingham Crown Court, 10 intergenerational family offenders abused 21 children

1989 St Albans Crown Court, Peter MacKenzie plus one other satanic offender (includes babies being 
abused and killed)

1990 Worcester Crown Court, Reginald Harris abused two sisters 15 years and younger

1992 Liverpool Crown Court; uncle raped niece three times a week between 10 and 12

1993/93 Manchester Crown Court, Michael Horgan (mate of Cyril Smith) raped daughter & and stepson 
and let others rape them

1993 Ealing Old Bailey Case, four family members abused 7 children

1994 Pembrokeshire, Swansea Crown Court, 6 men abused 13 children

1998 A West Country Crown Court, 6 men and 3 women in intergenerational abuse family; case had 
been reported 30 years earlier but not taken seriously; one dedicated police officer persevered; 300 
interviews 

2011 Kidwelly, Swansea Crown Court, Colin and Elaine Batley and two other women
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Kidwelly: Colin & 
Elaine Batley

Imagine the shock then at news of an occultist 
group operating behind the doors of seemingly 
normal new-build houses. Shock, the locals say, is 
something of an understatement.

As residents went about their daily life, they could 
not have imagined that Colin Batley, described as 
an "evil paedophile", was running a satanic sex cult 
from his home. 

The self-styled high priest of the group, headed a 
paedophile ring run like a "quasi-religion".

Cult ringleader Colin Batley Colin Batley has been 
told he faces a lengthy prison sentence 
One victim, who was repeatedly abused by Batley, 
told how he treated women like slaves. Batley 
would wear a hood to abuse his victims.

Once in their grasp, he would call the children to 
his service by clicking his fingers. 
Batley and three other members of the cult were 
found guilty of more than 40 sexual offences 
against children and young adults.
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Pontypool: 
Ian Watkins

UK media coverage of the Ian Watkins case was 
extremely muted. Wales Online was seemingly the 
only media outlet providing clues that Ian Watkins 
may well have fallen under the spell of a ‚devil 
worshipping sex cult‘:

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-
about/ian%20watkins?pageNumber=1

• Starstruck youngsters even offered to worship 
Satan if he wanted them to.

• He had some weird sociopathic tendency to 
think he was above the law and everything. He 
didn’t come across as horrible. He came across 
as charismatic, charming and into the person he 
was talking to. He was just very confident and 
believed that whatever he did he would be okay. 
He thought he was a rock god and he thought he 
would get away with everything.

• He wanted to rape and kill children. He wanted 
to rape newborns. He liked bestiality.

• He described himself openly as ‘evil’.

The criminal investigation recovered abuse 
massive amounts of pornographic images. The 
computer password cracked by security services 
was ‚If***kids‘. Among the damning evidence 
presented by the prosecution were email 
exchanges between Watkins and the ‚Superfans‘ 
setting up planned abuse sessions in a hotel, and 
video-taped evidence of the attempted baby 
rapes. The ruling gives graphic details of the  
abuse acts:

http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/
29386021#

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/ian%20watkins?pageNumber=1
http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/29386021
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Argoed,
South Wales

Matthew Williams, 34, is reported to have 
gone "Hannibal Lecter" on his victim, 
Cerys Yemm. He was discovered in a 
hotel room in Argoed, near Blackwood, 
south Wales, after apparently eating the 
eyeball and half of the face of his 22-
year-old victim. He died that same day 
after being tasered by police during his 
arrest. Williams, believed to have been 
high on a cocktail of drugs after just 
being released from prison, was tasered
by police and died moments later after 
becoming "unresponsive“.

Hotel owner Mandy: ‘His eyes were black 
and he was covered in blood’. I said to 
Matthew, ‘Do you know what you’re 
doing to that girl?’ He said, ‘That’s no 
girl’.
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Bridgend,
South Wales
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II False Memory
Themes 1-6
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Theme 1

1. One person can have pseudo-memories implanted by another person. 

This is true. Memory is unreliable, and it is the case that people can have mistaken memories implanted or 

enhanced by an other. However, there is a logical flaw that occurs repeatedly in the false memory syndrome 

message--because some people under some circumstances can have some memories implanted, there is an 

implicit assumption that where individuals and their alleged abusers disagree over “the truth", then the 

accuser's memory must be false. 

Now, I would ask why there is so little widely-known laboratory research looking at the other side of that 

coin.  Whether false negative memories can be created as well as false positive, ie whether somebody can 

be persuaded that something did not happen, when actually it did.   Such research might help to inform us 

more about failure to recall.  This avoidance of looking at false negative memories maintains a bias in this 

research.  Twenty years on my perception of this is not complicated.  The False Memory Syndrome (FMS) 

advocates do not want evidence of false negatives – that we can experience something and then be 

persuaded that it did not happen, because that would not suit their narrative.
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Theme 2

2. Because they are gullible, deluded, have axes to grind, or are greedy, therapists persuade clients to 

have false beliefs of having been sexually abused in childhood. 

There is no evidence that anyone has ever had a false belief implanted that they were sexually abused as a 

child. Such evidence is not possible to acquire, as it is not possible to know for sure that a person has not 

been sexually abused, and it would not be ethical to conduct research attempting to implant such a belief.

… 

As I pointed out 20 years ago, and I feel even more strongly about this now, bias about beliefs in reports 

of abuse still frequently occur in the opposite direction - there are groups of people who to seem to have a 

fixation on avoiding the evidence and denying the reality of the incidence of child sexual abuse.  

The other point in this section was whether therapists make significant financial gain from creating a 

belief in CSA.  In reality, working clinically with survivors of CSA is not a smart way to get rich -

survivors are not usually a good source of income.  What I would add now, however, is that the accused 

are likely to be willing to spend a large amount of money to walk free.  So, in my opinion, if someone 

wants to get rich in the field of CSA, working in therapy is not the best option - If making money is the 

primary goal, work as a witness for the defence.
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Theme 3

3. Hypnosis makes inaccuracies more likely and increases confidence in these inaccuracies. 

It is sometimes true that hypnosis can be used to increase confidence in inaccurate memories. But it is 

also true that there is considerable evidence that hypnosis can also enhance accurate recall (e.g. Ewin, 

1994; Nenliah, 1985). Again, the other side of the story is omitted by the false memory syndrome advo-

cates. It would seem sensible to suggest that nothing about the truth or falsehood of hypnotically 

recovered memory can be assumed without corroborating evidence. 

Hypnosis can help induce a state of relative calm where clients can work through their traumatic 

experiences without being overwhelmed by them.  Good clinical research, with carefully applied use of 

hypnosis, by trained clinicians, might reveal whether hypnosis has a positive role to play in recall and 

healing from trauma. The original American False Memory Syndrome Foundation advisory board 

included at least two experts on hypnosis: Martin Orne and Ernest Hilgard. I wonder why they did not 

promote such research?
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Theme 4

4. A number of accusers have retracted, therefore accusations are unreliable. 

It is true that accusers have retracted, but this does not mean that accusations are unreliable. In its 

statement on memories of sexual abuse, the American Psychiatric Association (APA, 1993) reports that 

retracting can follow an initial report of child hood abuse in victims with documented abuse. One of the 

few studies on retracting suggests that this is frequently part of the disclosure process, and the retraction 

is often subsequently withdrawn and the accusation maintained (Gonzalez, Water man, Kelly, McCord, & 

Oliveri, 1993). 

Retraction, as I pointed out then, is a complex issue, and may be a part of the disclosure process for some, 

with the retraction being subsequently withdrawn.  Oversimplifying this complex area leads to greater 

confusion and less understanding.
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Theme 5

5. Having an explanation for one's problems by claiming child sexual abuse is an easy cop-out for the 

accusers - it means that they can blame someone else for their problems. 

The suggestion that alleging child abuse is an easy option has no foundation in reality - it is simply 

untrue. Coming to terms with childhood abuse is a long and painful process. On the other hand, it could 

be argued that denial is a much more comfortable (but perhaps ultimately less sane) option both for 

victims and for their families. 

My original thoughts about an abuse explanation being a cop-out are unchanged.  Denial is a much less 

stressful route than reporting abuse.



© Outstanding

Theme 6

6. There is no such thing as traumatic amnesia, repression, and therefore recovered memory, and 

greater levels of trauma are more likely to be remembered. 

It is clearly untrue that there is no such thing as traumatic amnesia. Inability to recall important aspects 

of a trauma is a diagnostic criterion for post-traumatic stress disorder and dissociative amnesia (DSM 

IV: APA, 1994). 

…

This sixth point is the one that I would pick out now as perhaps the most important.  One of the biggest 

changes in my awareness of the field in recent years has been seeing how data derived from experimental 

research, often with students, has been inappropriately and misleadingly assumed to inform us about 

memory processes involved in recall of abuse during childhood. Since the 1990's it has become clearer 

that trauma has a significant impact on memory. Neuroscience advances have shown us that brain activity 

can be grossly disrupted by trauma. Memory processes during and after traumatic experiences are unlike 

memory processing during non-traumatic times. Van der Kolk (2014) is an excellent source on the 

development of this new understanding:  “The imprints of traumatic experiences are organised not as 

coherent logical narratives but in fragmented sensory and emotional traces: images, sounds and physical 

sensations … when people fully recall their traumas, they “have” the experience. They are engulfed by 

the sensory or emotional elements of the past.” …
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III Obfuscation of 
Complex Trauma
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The Nature of 
Traumatic Memories

Traumatic memories are fundamentally different from other kinds of memory from the past, they are 

dissociated.  That is, there is a disruption of the normal integration of consciousness, memory, emotion, 

perception and behaviour.  As van der Kolk says: "Dissociation is the essence of trauma". Dissociative 

symptoms can potentially disrupt every area of psychological functioning.  He also points out that 

childhood trauma is radically different from traumatic stress in adults, and that different forms of abuse 

have different impacts on various brain areas at different stages of development. 

With regard to recall of abusive childhood experiences: “There have in fact been hundreds of scientific 

publications spanning well over a century documenting how the memory of trauma can be repressed, only 

to resurface years or decades later…. Total memory loss is most common in childhood sexual abuse, with 

incidence ranging from 19 percent to 38%”.  And "Every single scientific study of memory of childhood 

sexual abuse, whether prospective or retrospective, whether studying clinical samples or general 

population samples, finds that a certain percentage of sexually abused individuals forget, and later 

remember, their abuse." (Van der Kolk, 2014, Note on p.398 re p.190).  And Ross Cheit, (2015) has 

provided us with a remarkable online resource of over one hundred corroborated cases of recovered 

memory.
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At the time of writing The British False Memory Society supported 

by its scientific advisors states on its website (bfms.org.uk) 

“… sexual abuse is easy to remember and extremely difficult to 

forget.  Genuine victims unfortunately cannot repress or forget 

what has happened to them.”  

But, as noted above, inability to remember an important aspect of 

traumatic events, typically due to dissociative amnesia, has long 

been a diagnostic criterion for post-traumatic stress disorder.  Is the 

suggestion from the advisory board of the BFMS that trauma 

experts have got this wrong for decades?  Or that sexual abuse is 

not traumatic?  And is the implication of the BFMS statement that 

those who have experienced traumatic amnesia are not “genuine 

victims”?  These are all extreme minority opinions that appear to be 

presented as facts. 
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The demands of the position of the false memory syndrome groups are tricky: we are asked to believe that 

memory is unreliable, but in only one direction - that we can have false positive memories (we can be led 

to believe that something did happen, when in fact it did not), but not false negatives (we cannot appar-

ently be amnesic about something that did happen), and that false memories can be implanted in adults by 

persuasive therapists, but not, apparently, in children by persuasive adults (see e.g. Marsden, 1994).

Additionally, a claim of abuse is considered incredible, whereas a retraction by the same person is 

credible. When individuals re-accuse, do they become incredible again? 

Both the American Psychiatric Association (APA, 1993) and the British Psychological Society (Morton et 

al., 1995) statements on recovered memories acknowledge the possibility of dissociative amnesia. 

‘False Memory 
Syndrome’ Position

In good science data is gathered and a theory is formed.  In bad science a theory is formed and the 

evidence is gathered to fit the theory.  Now, after 20 years, I think that my 1998 chapter was naïve. I 

thought that there was a debate about matters of fact, of science. Now, I don’t think that the conflict has 

much to do with fact or science. I think that the problem is to do with the dogma of those who aim to 

deny the incidence and consequences of CSA.
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Professor 
Christopher French

Professor Christopher French is a scientific advisor to the British False Memory Society and he founded 

the Anomalistic Psychology Research Unit at Goldsmith’s College, at the University of London.  In an 

article in The Psychologist (2018) he states an interest in researching “ostensibly paranormal 

experiences”.  He states: “It is worth emphasising that exactly the same techniques are used to ‘recover’ 

memories of alien abduction and past lives as are used to ‘recover’ allegedly repressed memories of 

childhood sexual abuse …”  This is a classic example of casting doubt by association.  Linking alien 

abduction to child sexual abuse is not just insulting to those who have been abused – it creates confusion 

where there could be clarity. It is unclear why the British Psychological Society continues to enable such 

obfuscation about such a serious issue in its house publication, circulated to tens of thousands of 

psychologists.   The belief that there is no such thing as traumatic amnesia, and that hundreds of 

thousands of people report child sexual abuse because they have been brain-washed by deluded 

therapists is a topic truly worthy of research by those interested in anomalistic psychology.  Hopefully, 

the real science will prevail in the very near future. 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/nov/18/satanic-child-abuse-false-memories-scotland

http://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/nov/18/satanic-child-abuse-false-memories-scotland
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‘False Memory’ 
Media Narrative

When the film Spotlight came out it highlighted the extent of abuse by priests 

in Boston, and the way in which those in power covered up the priests’ abuse.  

How would FMS advocate Elizabeth Loftus deal with this?  By Tweeting a 

link to an article telling us “Why Spotlight is a Terrible Film” (Loftus Tweet 

of February 29th, 2016).   The first line of the article that we are directed to is: 

“I don’t ‘believe the victims”.    It goes on to say “I don’t believe the ... 

lawyers or the Boston Globe’s Spotlight team” or “the prosecutors who 

pursued tainted cases or the therapists who revived junk science or the juries 

that sided with them or the judges who failed to act justly”.  So that becomes 

the explanation for what happened  - Everyone was wrong.  A further example 

of the success in creating confusion and a blind belief in the reality of FMS 

was illustrated in an article on allegations about Harvey Weinstein’s accusers 

(adult women reporting continual memory of sexual harassment by him) - "I 

suspect that false memory syndrome has increased the velocity of these 

tales..." (Emily Sheffield in the London Evening Standard 12th Oct 2017).  



© Outstanding

A further example of distracting focus is the use of ad hominem attacks.  One example is how to deal with 

a former president of the American Psychological Association when he reported awkward information 

and opinion. Koocher (2014) described what he considered to be ethically inappropriate behaviour by 

Elizabeth Loftus, and additionally stated that he had been told that Loftus resigned from the American 

Psychological Association because she had been tipped off that there had been complaints made to the 

Association about her, enabling her to resign before the ethics investigation could be initiated.  So, how 

did Loftus respond?  Simple - Tweet that he is dishonest, or in fact that he is a “Slimeball liar” (Loftus 

Tweet of  October 11th, 2015)

In dodging reality, one strategy is to respond to a perceived criticism by portraying yourself as the victim 

(coincidentally as abusers frequently do – see reference to DARVO below). In her 2013 TED talk, 

Elizabeth Loftus states: “I became part of a disturbing trend in America where scientists are being sued 

for simply speaking out on matters of great public controversy”.  But the litigation issue was not about 

speaking out on matters of great public controversy.  A few moments earlier she reported the real reason 

that she was being sued : “… for defamation and invasion of privacy.” 

. 

Professor 
Elizbeth Loftus
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Jane Doe Controversy 
& TED Talk
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DARVO

‘False Memory’ accusations may be used as one of a number of  the weapons of DARVO – an acronym 

for Deny, Attack, and Reverse Victim and Offender (see eg Harsey et al, 2017), where perpetrators and 

their supporters use active strategies to confuse and silence their victims and the media.

Now it is acknowledged that “Memory researchers motivated by their own agendas and interests do not 

necessarily respond to acknowledged research gaps” Goodman-Delahunty et al (2017) and 

“Contemporary research findings demonstrate that concerns about the prevalence of false memories of 

child sexual abuse appear to have been exaggerated”.

In reviewing my 20 year old chapter "Shooting the Messenger" my conclusion is that we are well overdue 

switching our attention from the messenger (client or clinician) and should instead turn the spotlight on 

those doing the shooting. 
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